JOHN JALES BUCKIIAN

The Fort Rock Fight

In the year 1866, Fort Rock, on the old road botween Proscott and Hardyvillo,
vas the sceno of one of the nost biltterly fought battles between the ploncers

and Indians of exxrly days.

Fort Rock took ite name from a rocls house buillt upon an olevation und used
as a station in 1864 and 1865, Parly in the fall of 1846, the station was oc-
cupied by J. J. Buckman and his son, Thad, and onc Charley Iaye A day or %wo
before the fight, Thad, in play, Luilt hinmself a rocl: play=-housc out of the
abundant square faced rocks which were plentiful there, in the chape of a ccri-
circular wall about 18 inches high, extending Tron ona coracr of the rock house
to the oppoasite ono, That same night, or the one “ollowing, the mall caxrrier,
Poindexter, acconoanied as escort by Pat lleAteer and a soldier fron Fort hipple,
on their way to Kardyville stopped for tho nich® ot the station,

Zarly the next morning, whilc malking preparctlons to leavo, the Indians,
(iallapais) opcned fire upon them fron several direchions, At the first fire
1r, Buclkmmn was shot in the groin and fell inside Thad's play=-ground vall, vhere
he laid all day upon his back, I!titeer and the little soldier also dropned ine
side the wmll, as the volley of chots prociuded o rctrcat inside thc houso,

That Buckmen was shot in the leg and he and Poincéewtor and llay, being neai
the door, rotreated inside the houso, Tho battle wmgzoed contimously, vith'tess-
ation, ell day longe Poindexter and lay loadins the cuns for Thad and holding
hin up to the portholes to shoot, as he was the only one vho had pood cyecight
ond a steady nerve, Outside the house JeAteer and the soldicr kept up the bat-
tle and shot at every Indian that exposod emy portion of his head or body, they
shooting fron different corners of the wall cnd covering opposite dircctions.

Out in the valley some threo hundred yards vas a reef of rocks, behing
vhich was e battle kept up all day long, with llc’tecr, by Indlans arred with a
Henry rifle, Soveral times during the day JicAtecy silonced the gun, but the
doad Indian was roplaced by another and the battle resuned until again silenced
and anothor took up the gage of battle, This wus kept up all through the day,

Tha&,frcm his porthole was doing good service and nreventing an approach from
his side, while licAteer and the 1ittle soldier covered the other approachablo
parte.
vhile the battle was warinz, the little soldier said, "llac, I sec a big

Indian on & black horse way dovm the valley approaching, giving orders vo othcrs
vho are some six or cisht mmdred yards off and thinl:s he is out of ranpe, but I
think I can raise 1y sights and get hime® ushoot avay®, saye ilace Tho soldicr
was armed with ome of the old fashioned needle puns vhieh vore then uced by the
erny, and at tho crack of the pun dovn wen® the Indian, "I cot hinm, Ilac," says
the soldier. "Bully for you," says liac, Dvidensly all of the fishtiny men of
the Vellapais who wore arned with puns were in this 7i-hi, and 16 vas gald aller-
vards that the whole tribe were in nourning for “he rony killede-cone vorty of

their fighting nen.

The writer of this, vhile on his Y to California in a narty co cicting of
Governor R. C. jlcCermick and wife, a nnll contractor and Ben Block, viclied the
battle ground andé werc shoim the mositions occupied b the dlffercnt saed 15,
A block about ten inches square placed up tho wmll by i‘cAtoer as a protcetion o
hiz hoad while shooting, was still in the voeition placed and chowed tho rarks o
mony bullots as evidence that il Indians made nany closc calls upon hin for s

secalp.
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Tie is a matter of truc history, if 1y reeolicetion fails no not, A Plonecr,






